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  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Brian, I-- I really appreciate you-- this is a clearly busy period of-- post election-- 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 It's my pleasure. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 And I'd like to ask you a few questions about you, and then move on to some thoughts.  But in Kansas, 
they had suggested you change your name to Elmer Nud-- or Nerd or-- 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Nord? 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Elmor Nord. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Close.  Elmer Nord.  I got to Kansas.  I realized that to make it-- to-- to launch anything in television, 
had to start small.  So I found the 121st largest-- smallest television market.  Pittsburgh, Kansas.  And I arrive 
and the general manager says, you know, "Brian Williams is too east coast, liberal Irish Catholic."  And I said, 
"Well it's the name-- my mother really wanted Brian Douglas Williams." 
 
 And he said, "I know.  I know.  But while you're here, we'd like you to be Elmer Nord.  We think it'll sit 
there.  And the audience will embrace you.  And so I had a week of run-up before I went on the air.  And I 
hadn't-- developed the courage to tell my mother.  And they took me off the hook.  It was the cruelest practical 
joke. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 But you considered it? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 I considered it. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Anything to make it. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Both men that tried it are still alive.  But I'll get them. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 And the other thing I-- was thinking about is, I've watched you on Letterman and on those shows.  And 
you're incredibly funny. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Well thank you. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 I mean not only are you leading in the--in the evening news, in a serious mode, but you're very funny 
when you go on the late night shows.  And if they understood in Pittsburgh, Kansas that you could look like 
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your name suggested, and be funny, if you just keep moving west and come to Hollywood, that's what-- that's 
all we live for! 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Yeah.  I-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Good-looking guy who can tell a joke. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 I'm so content.  I'm-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 You're doing the wrong thing. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 I'm so happy in my day job.  I'm a comedic dilettante.  You know, Jay and Dave and John are nice 
enough to-- have me by on occasion.  And I-- it-- I-- I just release what is pent up.  And-- and I have the good 
fortune of having a loud-- a-- a loud Irish Catholic actress mother, who-- who I guess left me that gene.  So it-- 
I-- I'm-- I'm not scared of anything.  
 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 All right, on that note and I lived through this in a way, being a CEO of-- of a big corporation.  Nothing 
like the President of the United States.  But the man before the election categorically lied, to protect his-- 
options on whether or not he was gonna stay-- stick with his Secretary of Defense.  He said, the day before the 
election basically till death do us part. 
 
 The election happened.  He fires him the next day.  And then he announces it-- had he said the truth, it 
would have been disruptive to the-- the process.  Does the President have a right to lie like that?  Is that 
something-- is that-- is that acceptable and-- in personnel?  In your opinion. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Your categorization, not mine.  I-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 You agree he lied? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 I-- I don't-- I don't do-- opinions.  I will just-- just-- refocus your attention on his answer.  That a change 
in strategy-- that earthshaking, before an American election, the effect it would have on those fighting, the 
effect it would have on those voting.  And his second reason was, he had not yet met with Bob Gates, though 
Bob Gates is a very familiar figure with the Bush family. 
 
 He was with-- 41-- the weekend before.  I-- my hobby is the American Presidency.  And I'm hobbled a 
bit by a profession and a deal I've made with myself never to do opinions.  Never to cross that line.  I voted this 
past Tuesday, and I don't share even with my wife of 20 years who I voted for.  She gets asked.  And I need to 
give her to borrow from one of the Presidents, plausible deniability.  So I don't talk to my-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 I believe everything you've told me. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 It's true. 
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  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 But you don't ask your wife how she voted. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 I-- I ask my wife how she voted.  I don't share with her how I voted. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Does she ask you? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 She would love to know.  But she understands.  She was a journalist when I met her.  She understands 
me, and she understands that she doesn't want to lie to her friends, when they say, what did Brian think of 
Congressman Chris Shays or-- or Spitzer for Governor?  Or Bush for President? 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 And you're still together? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 We're still together and happy, and 20 years, two children, two car garage.  
 

MICHAEL EISNER:  
 É  A ll right, so let me ask you one other question, that's here.  I think you can answer this.  Maybe you 
won't.  Should you report on General Electric?  The parent company of NBC?  Should you report-- I'm not 
talking about if they acquire-- a big company that's hard news.  Should you report soft news about a company 
with whom you work? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 We must.  General Electric is too large an entity in our lives, to pretend it isn't there.  When the story 
about dredging the PCB's which were once legally dumped into the Hudson came to the fore, Jack Welch, the 
previous CEO used to joke that we covered it more because they owned us-- than had we not been owned by 
General Electric.  
 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Okay.  But-- so if you report-- and I have some emotional connection with this.  If you report soft news-- 
and I'm not sure chemicals in the Hudson River from a GE plant is soft news.  But speculation and-- 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Or a campaign like eco-imagination.  The-- the Jeff Immelt's campaign. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Right.  Isn't that-- puts you in a tell-- did-- aren't you always in that awkward position?  Of a father 
umpiring his son? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Sure.  But think of the decisions we make every day.  Think of the-- we've gotta-- we've gotta do 
political pieces every night that have to be balanced.  We-- we can't-- we can't pick the scale with our pinky 
while we're weighing the salmon.  We've gotta report on all kinds of things.  If an airliner goes down, is it 
carrying four jet engines made by General Electric?  A nuclear plant has a leak-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 That part of it-- 
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  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Was the core manufacturer by General Electric?  Is eco-imagination as a campaign the brainchild of 
Jeffery Immelt?  Is it lurking or is it all talk?  We've covered it that way.  And so-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 So why do you think you never see-- the New York Times ever cover anything about the Sulzberger 
(PH) family? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 It's their candy store.  You'll have to ask them.  But I have 50 states.  I have a constituency this week 
we've been averaging 11 million viewers.  Which-- which by the way makes us by far and away the largest 
single source of news every day in the United States.  That is an-- 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Okay. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 --enormous responsibility. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 --are about 60 years old. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Doesn't matter.  Largest gaggle of Americans to consume news. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 I-- by the way, I have nothing against a 60-year-old. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Uh-huh (AFFIRM).  Yeah.  Some of my best friendsÉ  
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 It's-- yeah.  Well not many of them.  (LAUGHTER) I like the younger people. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Yeah. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 No, I'm well over 60.  How about-- how do the networks get in the evening news and the serious news, 
the 20 to 60 year olds?  Are they all on the Internet?  Are they all on cable?  Does it take ABC to have a good 
night on election night to move up a half hour earlier, to put "Dancing with the Stars", to get that big lead-in-- 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Yes. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Is that necessary? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Yeah.  ABC handed Charlie Gibson, who I love, 23 million Americans.  And said, Okay.  Dancing's 
over.  Let's start politics.  Now because we're not the engaged informed country we used to be, look at where 
those viewers went.  They went down, in a bar graph.  Because nobody was dancing. 
 
 What's this politics?  Who's Santorum?  We don't care about this.  That's the old America.  That's 1960's.  
Huddled around the TV set to follow election returns.  I've worn my I-pod.  I didn't brag about my-- my choice 
of lunch entrees today.  That's what we've become.   
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  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 So where are they getting their information-- 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Ask Mr. Stewart.  Ask the good folks at YouTube.  Ask the good folks at the venerable news 
organization called Google.  That's where they are.  And I can't change this kind of wanderlust.  Again, I have a-
- I'm a proud father of two members of that generation.  I don't know what happened, but it's not enough to sit 
down.  As Peter Jennings said, we're no longer the gateway to the American evening. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 But when you get to be 60, will you be the last anchor of the NBC evening news? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Oh, I don't think so.  I-- I think again with that candid power that-- the tonnage of 11 million viewers a 
night, that's a whole lot of Americans these days.  When we're so fragmented.  I got-- I've got a digital cable box 
with 900 choices?  I haven't been past 700.  I think you get mugged up there. 
 
 I don't know what lives up there.  But it's amazing that 11 million-- and then remember, there are just as 
many at the other two networks, still in lesser numbers.  There are 30 million Americans are huddled around a 
television set at six-thirty eastern time.  Whatever their equivalent is.  To watch these three broadcasts that have 
been a part of our national fiber for this many decades? 
 
 I think that is a huge victory.   
 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Let me ask one last question.  Because the-- it seemed to me that the-- your change-- even a little 
physical but certainly your presentational change, after Katrina-- was clear.  And all of a sudden there was no 
longer Tom Brokaw.  It was you.  And something must have happened down there.  You were no longer-- Eve 
waiting to go on the stage.  You were the stage. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Yeah. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 What-- what was it in New Orleans that you saw, that-- that kind of matured a mature man? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 You know, it's funny.  Here we are remembering-- the loss of our colleague Ed Bradley.  Ed just handed 
me an Emmy for our work in Katrina.  Just weeks ago.  Handed me the-- the Emmy that I accepted from my 
colleagues.  And when I was down there, I used to be a firefighter.  A volunteer fire fighter in New Jersey. 
 
 I was wearing the boots that I've owned since 1976.  I had 'em pulled up as waders.  When you look out 
of your hotel room-- window, in the French Quarter and watch a-- a man float-- float by face-down, when-- 
when you see bodies that you last saw in Banda Ache, Indonesia and swore to yourself that you would never see 
in your country, I beat that storm.  I was there before it arrived.  I rode it out with people who later died in the 
Superdome. (13:55:02) 
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  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 Did you know in the back of your mind that when you wanted to get out, you could get out.  But those 
people in there, they could not get out. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 That's exactly what happened.  We closed the doors behind us.  They allowed our camera crew out, 
because I had to anchor nightly news that Monday night.  And I looked back on that dome.  Those people hadn't 
been told anything.  They hadn't been given anything.  No announcements.  They weren't somehow good 
enough.  And isn't that maybe the caption on Katrina?  They weren't somehow good enough. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 You come back.  And you're no longer a successor.  You now have earned a place at that table. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Look.  I'd been an understudy to Tom for ten years.  I've been in the job-- a year and change.  It'll be two 
years here December 2nd.  I come into work every day and write the journalism that becomes NBC Nightly 
News, along with my colleagues.  If people judge Katrina as a coming of age, a finding of voice, that's fine.  I 
was just down there, a schlub.  Doing my job. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 But-- but did you feel that? 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Of course.  I felt something.  I felt something get dislodged, that changes the usual arms-length 
relationship between me and the stories I cover.  These are Americans.  These are my brothers.  And sisters.  
And one of them was floating by. 
  MICHAEL EISNER: 
 You're obviously worthy to sit in that chair, and I thank you for talking to me. 
  BRIAN WILLIAMS: 
 Michael, thank you for having me. 
  


