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MICHAEL EISNER:

So, GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS -- thank you for talking o me.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Happy o behee.
MICHAEL EISNER:

Thank you. $on dter the dection- we were back-- | was certainly at Disney-- duting the Clinton years

and well after the Clinton years and watched you kecome the-- professiond broadcaster that you ae.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
WEeéll, you gve me thechance. You didn'tfire me. Thank you.
MICHAEL EISNER:

Weéll-- (LAUGHTER) fire you wes noteven the question. No, you were-- everything you dd was-- was
fascinaing. What was interesting o me alittle bit was the trangtion. Imean, I'm kind of trangtioning in my
awkward way. But, your trangtion was-- from the middle of the heat-- in the heat-- working in the-- the
democratic system-- beng there with Clinton, beng-- wha? You were 31years old?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

| think | garted alittle younge than that. When [ hit the White House, | was 31. Yeah.
MICHAEL EISNER:

And- kind of defacto press secretary.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Let'ssee. My title when | started was communicationsdirector. But, | was doing the briefingsat first--
and then | became senior advisor later. Had alot of different jobs

MICHAEL EISNER:
So, | have kidsin that age. Exactly tha age. And my wife and | sill say, "Are we meeting the kids
togahe?' And if they actudly show up in atie, we're amazed.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
WEell, there was alot of talk about (UNINTEL) in the White House too.
MICHAEL EISNER:
| mean, wasn't that like incredibly young o betha influential ?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Well, it-- it wasn®unprecedented. Bill-- Bill Moyers was about30, 31 when he- he had the same job

for Lyndon dhnon. Dan Bartlett, whose President Bush's communicationsdirector now is about the same age.
MICHAEL EISNER:

A president tha was playing in the playpen with him quite so much. (LAUGHTER) This was like the

youngest president too.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Yeah, well, next to John Kennaly, yes. Exactly right
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MICHAEL EISNER:
So, ae thetwo of yourunning aound hgh-fiving each other when there was like--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

He was alot older than me though. Mt-- | dways had afairly-- intimate, butformal relationship |
would say. And I think oneof thethingstha you knowwhen you work for apresident isyou redly can't bea
friend. You an befriendly. You @an beclose. You're shaing, you know the-- the-- the mog intense
expeience of your life.

But-- you @n't-- you can't really befriends But, no, you- you know youmake agood pont-- about
being young, you kno® The big thing &outbeng young in the White House is tha you're-- alittle more
fearless. S0, you don't and, you know-

MICHAEL EISNER:

Or less practical?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Not necessarily. [--

MICHAEL EISNER:
You hal Dick Morris who wes--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Weéll, that was alittle later.
MICHAEL EISNER:

More fully theidedlist? You wannakeep theliberal -- movement going forward. Dick Morris was
trying o biing the presidential--

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Wedll, tha was--

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Y eah, tha was certainly after the 1994€electionsand I've been thinking abouttha alot right now
because this White House is facing avery smilar chalengeto what President Clinton faced coming out of that
1994 ¢éection. But-- no,a big pat of my job was figuring outhowto ge thingsdone But, doing it in away
that, you know didN line up with what we were elected to do.

MICHAEL EISNER:

Are you dsillusonal when you kave the White Hous? Are you like the pressure, the-- thetensons
thetrying o do t right, the-- the--

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Disilluson is--

MICHAEL EISNER:
--lack of deep? All tha stuff?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Well-- well-- well, tha's alittle different. I'm burnt out Yes. Disillusonel istoo grongand, you
know, | left & a- a anaural time to leave. | mean, thefirst term was over. | was kind of facing achoice
where | was-- | was kind of bumt out My choice would bel could do essentially the same job for the-- for the
next term, the next four years or | could leave and-- and-- and ry something nev. And oneof thethingsl
learned-- you know when you Bk abouttumultuousand-- and again, this White House is going through t now.
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In poltics or basically in any big job, the dock isticking from the minute you ke it. You're gonra
have upsand downs You knowyou're-- you're gonnabeatarget a times and | had survived acouple of near
professiond death experiences (LAUGHTER) in the White House and | wasn't sureif | had it in meto do
through aother one

MICHAEL EISNER:
And you knev it a thetime? When youwere doing it, they were tumultuousand near death experiences
andN did the President call you in and ydl a you?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Oh, tha's- tha's nothing. Tha hgppened al (LAUGHTER) thetime. But--
MICHAEL EISNER:

Was hefrudrated if something you ha recommended was kind of on heliberal, idedlistic sde and

didn't quite work out Did hesay why did you &l me to do ha?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Wéll, no, atudly, the-- for me-- and agan, | don'tknow aboutother organizations butin tha White
Hous, if the president was ydling & you, ha was actudly agood $gn because, you know youwere-- you
were in thethick of things You were involved. He was letting outhis frustrations He'd go on ad do-- hisjob
and, in fact, sometimes we would-- in-- in prepping for press conferences, we would often try to make him yel
at us

So, hewould sort of leave it in theroomand then go outand do hsjob. But, it's-- in tha White House,

you atudly-- you krew you were in more trouble if everything was slent.
MICHAEL EISNER:

E A nyway, 0, nowwe got this dection and do you hink that this dection looking bak in history is

tha different than we've seen every 12, 13, 14 yars? |Is there something ctastrophically different today?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

No, but it'sa- a- a- it follows history in two ways. Number one you goback in history and look at--
there have been basically five congressiond dectionssince 1860- tha hgppened duiing wartime. Every single
oneof 'em, the president's paty takes abeating. Average 35 sats in the House or so.

MICHAEL EISNER:

S0, notso-- unusud?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

No, except tha, you knav, wars aren't-- we're not going through wars dl thetime. Thelast time we
faced an dection like thiswas in 1966 ad it was a crushing blow to Lyndon &hnn. The next year he was--
he had to-- say hés notgonnarun agan. Of course, President Bush doesn't face that same-- tha same issue

It isaso vay much in kegping with wha had been hgppening in the sixth year of presidencies.
Actudly-- President-- Clinton hal budked tha trend in 1998 beause the impeachment-- heactudly ganed
seats. But, hewas budking-- atrend then. And 0 in tha sense, thisis anomal--

MICHAEL EISNER:
The Stock markets haven't gonecrazy ove this?
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GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Oh, the stock market is actudly kindahgppy. I mean, the- generdly. You know alot more aboutthe
stock market than | do. But, | think tha-- the ssock market is generaly hgppy with divided govenment because
they basically look-- ook at it and sy, "The govenment in Washington an't do nuch ham."

MICHAEL EISNER:
S0, does this open it up a closeit for anew clean sweep of democrats in two years when the
presidential eection mmes? In other words have they-- shottheir powder too erly--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Tha's--
MICHAEL EISNER:

Had they waited and let the Republicans continueto do whaever they were doing. They could have in

two years had this kind o movement going into apresidential dection?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

You dways win when you can win. |think tha'sa- (LAUGHTER) probably truein busness. It's

certainly truein poitics. | mean--
MICHAEL EISNER:

| never heard it tha way. Tha istrue (LAUGHTER) in busness. Don'tlose so you @n win another
day. Win when youcan win.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Win when you @n win. Tha said, I think you'reright | think it'sadange. Look bak in 1994. Newt
Gingrich and-- and-- and the republicans come into bot the House and the Senate. The day they took ove the
Congress, it was in pat because of theway they'd been govening the Congess, they reelected Bill Clinton. He
was able to play them off as afoll.

This time-- what's different this time is obviously President Bush can't runagan. It'sawideopen race
and scondly, jus thewar. Noneof usknowwhere-- where Iraq is gonnabe leading into the next dection, if it
is gill goingto beas centra an issueasit istoday. My hund isyes. But, I'm notsure.

MICHAEL EISNER:
S0, nobody know Hillary Clinton beter than you do.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Weéll-- thousandsof people know--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
--Hillary Clinton beter than | do.
MICHAEL EISNER:

Nobody who I'm interviewing knows Hillary Clinton beter than you do. Nbody n the press probably
knows you beter than you do. Imean, you worked there with he. My view is shés very strong. Do you hink
you @n she be president? | don'tmean do hejob. Do you-

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Weéll, | separate thequestion. lactudly think--
MICHAEL EISNER:

Shéeslike roydty. Why can't shejugd walk into the White House?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Cuz we're-- cuz we have a- a- a(LAUGHTER)-- a- amonarchical...
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MICHAEL EISNER:
Well, theBushes had aroyd ascendancyE
MICHAEL EISNER:

Kennalys?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

If sherunsin 2008, i would hare been a Bush ora Clinton on he presidential ticket every year snce
1980.

MICHAEL EISNER:
Okay, 0, ieisDsheplays well on Rage sx in the New York Pod.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Shés-- shés-- shes political roydty and | do hink tha she has the capacity to bea- a great president
because of the experience shées had.

MICHAEL EISNER:

WEell, shés dso donea great job, ight?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Shel as a Senaor?
MICHAEL EISNER:

Everybody sys shes--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Got 60-- wha? Sxty-seven peacent of thevote herein New York.
MICHAEL EISNER:

My sster-in-law, my wife comes from Jamestown, New Y ork, alittle town west of Buffalo. She's been
there in the middle of nowhere in New York State as senator many times. Not alot of senaors are tha
committed to thar condituendes.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
It's had to tha ndiondly, though, ad tha's he chdlenge- running for president. One of-- tha
politicaly, shés apolarizing figure--
MICHAEL EISNER:
Why-- why?
MICHAEL EISNER:
Everybody sys tha bute
MICHAEL EISNER:
What is the ddinition ofher bang pokrized?
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Weéll, the--
MICHAEL EISNER:

Shewon bg.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Won in New York. Onedefinition of her-- of he beng pokrized is tha you do pols and you fnd out
the about45 pecent of the county say they're just not gonnavote for he no matter what. That's by definition
polarizing. The counter argumentE
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MICHAEL EISNER:

That doesn't mean it'strue. Doesn't mean when they go in thevoting booh and they seetheresa

competent woman, Hillary Clinton, they won't vote for her.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

That's why people don'tgive up bdore the campagnsbegin. True And it isdso truetha in this system
right now, a least, probably any democrat by the end ofthe campagn is gonnahave about45 pecent of the
county that won't vote for them no netter what. You win--

MICHAEL MICHAEL EISNER

Would you dimp in?
MICHAEL EISNER:

If shewins?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

No! No, I--

MICHAEL EISNER:

So, you'e out of tha?

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Yeah, 'm dore. I'm donewith tha.

MICHAEL EISNER:

Okay, some concluson. Do you hink that wha you do @ery Sunday very effectively-- you have
become better and beter and more engaging-- and | will say | watched youall three dection nights and you ad
Chalie Gibson were so comfortable doing that. Tha said, you'vebeen talking @ou this political process at
this midterm eection for-- | don'tknow- last year, every Sundg. Everybody-- every-- the media created this
midterm crisis-- as did the President of the United States.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

No, no, he Conditutiondid, | think.
MICHAEL EISNER:

The Conditution gave you theability. But, there was more interest--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Yes.
MICHAEL EISNER:

Than I've ever seen it.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

| think that was thewar. Tha wasn't the media.
MICHAEL EISNER:

Probably. But, you dl putit on hetable.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

| think that® ourjob. But, yesh.
MICHAEL EISNER:

What effect do you hink you hal-- that had on tie outtome? The actual process now tha the mediais
on the Internet and on Gble and on néwork and you follow Danang with the Sars. So, you ha 10 million
people.

GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:

Tha was agood hing. LAUGHTER)
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MICHAEL EISNER:
You won thenight You hal 10 mllion peple watch. Tha'salot.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Yeah, | don't-
MICHAEL EISNER:
Just on ABC.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
| don'tthink polticsis supply sde | don'tthink the media-- you knaw, creates political intengty. |
don'tthink it create-- | don't think it moves dections | do hink tha we were-- tha-- that wha we captured was
something tha was really hgppening out- outin the county and there was areally brewing unese-- ange,
anxiety aboutthe war, about the- the way the war's been foughtand aboutwhat tha says about- the-- the
President and the White House and | think tha's certainly a message the White House got
MICHAEL EISNER:
Totally, as proved today by-- couple days ago by he change in certain administrative officials. Well, |
thank you for coming.
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Thank you.
MICHAEL EISNER:
The- | love seeing mebody who goe from onearea of endeavor to another o uccessfully. Both
risky areas being apolitician and--
GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS:
Weéll, you $ould know (LAUGHTER)
MICHAEL EISNER:
I'm fine GEORGE STEPHANOPOULOS, thank you vey much.
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